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WE WILL RIDE NOW OWNS ‘MUD BUG’ – THE WONDER PONY!
By Cindy Joyce, WWR NARHA registered instructor
RIDGEFIELD, Conn. – We Will Ride Therapeutic Riding, Inc. (WWR) has purchased its first mount, ‘Mud Bug’, an 11.2 hand Shetland cross pony. Bug was brought to Vail Farm in North Salem, NY, by Barn Manager Debbie Kilcullen in January of this year, and was leased to WWR for its spring therapeutic riding program.  He has proven himself to be a steady mount for smaller riders and is also popular with staff and volunteers.

Although there was an initial concern about ‘cute attacks’ – everyone that sees him has one – that has been overcome.  As he became settled at Vail, he became more and more useful to the program.  He is not disturbed by the use of cones or any of the aides used in the therapeutic riding program.  He has turned out to be one of our steadiest mounts and when it was discovered that he was up for sale, WWR jumped at the opportunity.

WWR provides horseback riding programs and other equine-related activities individually designed to improve the physical, mental, emotional and social wellbeing of people with disabilities.  Programs are designed by certified therapeutic riding instructors and licensed health professionals and tailored to the rider’s needs.  The programs are conducted with the help of rigorously trained volunteers.

Based in Ridgefield, the riding program is hosted by Vail Farm in North Salem.  The horses and ponies used for the program have traditionally been on loan from private owners.  Equines used for therapeutic riding must be quiet and steady, and have even gaits.  They must be able to tolerate unpredictable movement of the rider and the use of teaching aides.  They also must adjust to working with side-walkers – volunteers walking on both sides of the rider.

Bug met every challenge and is now an official therapeutic riding pony. WWR staff, volunteers and riders are thrilled to know that he will not be leaving us, but will instead be the first mount to be owned by WWR.  This was made possible in part by the generous EQUUS Foundation Grand awarded this year to WWR.

WWR began its summer session on July 2nd with Bug the Wonder Pony leading the way.
